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Introduction 


Several myths of India and tradition describe earth as the body of god or goddess formed of soil. Soil or Mitti is 
the earth upon which man has born and he lives. It is also used to make the walls, roofs, vessels for carrying, cook- 
ing, eating, storing and worshipping. The food that sustains human being’s and fibers of the fabric that he clothes 
himself is nurtured in mitti (soil). Mother goddess honored all over India is very much associated with ground and 
clay as it is she who bears the earth and all creation. Therefore in formerly man started to make the Gods with 
the clay available to the forms he imagined as a supreme power with his own hands. After performing rituals dis- 
solved back to earth through water. This is transferred over generations and now they’re very few families who 
still continue their ancestral tradition of making the Idols with clay. 


Firozabad is one of the city of Uttar Pradesh in India known as the City of Bangles, is one of the city that follows 
the making of Idols with clay. Ancient name of the town was Chandwar nagar which at one stage was actually 
brought to the city in Akbar’s reign. Clay is a fine grained, stiff, sticky substance that is molded when wet, dried 
and baked to make pottery and various products. Clay is a symbol of change over through cycles of change from 
generations and accessible everywhere with its tenderness that ensures its unvarying renewal. Clay items can be 
easily created, broken and also replaced into its useful forms. The skilled artisans have their own uniqueness for 
their creativity and skills. 


Different forms of Krishna idols made in large numbers. 
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Idol of Lord Krishna eating butter. Clay idol of Krishna playing flute. 
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Idol depiction Krishna crawling and eating butter. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Below listed are some of the tools and raw materials used for Clay idols of Firozabad: 

* Wooden Bat: It is used to beat the chunks of clay to fine particles. 

¢ Flat Stone Slabs: Flat surface of stone used for making the dough of clay. 

¢ Cement Hammer Type (Khalbatta): This tool helps in making the dough of clay to the smooth flat surface. 
¢ Knife: It is a hand held device used for cutting into parts as per the sizes required. 

¢ Fine Sand: It is used to sprinkle on the clay mold to avoid the stickiness on the surface. 

¢ Water: It is used to make the surface sticky for joining and also makes it easier in kneading. 


¢ Clay Molds: It is used as a reference to pattern the material to the final product. 


Tools used to flatten and cut the clay. Wooden mallet used to make powders of clay chunks. 
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Idols are made of the kneaded clay. 


» 


Sand is mixed with clay to create idols. 


Clay chunks are beaten and converted into powder. 
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POP mold used to make the clay idols. 
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Making Process 


Clay available from surrounding village and location are collected and stored in gunny bags or storage bags to be 
used on requirement in the making of idol, clay items. As per the quantity of idol to be made the chunks of clay 
collected are soaked in some amount of water over night or some hours to soak the material completely to make 
the clay surface soft in nature. 


Chunks of clay are powdered to fine form with the help of wooden bat beaten to form fine by the skillful hand of 
the craftsmen. The thicker pieces are mixed with water to form soft mixture. Right quantity of clay is taken which 
is mixed with fine sand to form the dough. Little amount of dough is taken and beat with the mushroom shaped 
tool referred to as Khalbatta to the flat surface with the flat stone, flat surface of clay is cut with a sharp edge 
knife to the required shape and mold size. The flat cut clay particles are placed on the clay mold by applying little 
amount of pressure with the tip of the fingers as per the shape of mold. As the flat clay has taken the shape of 
mold it is applied with water at the edges to fix the clay made to pipe (tube) form to one of the halves of mold to 
fix the two parts of the mold firmly to each other and held tightly for few minutes. Down part of the idol are flat- 
tened and fixed to bottom surface as per the pattern of mold and bottom is holed for the passage of air within. 
The held parts are kept together for some time and removed, dried under shade till it dries. 


It is then fired in Bhatti the traditional open furnace to obtain better durable clay products. Coloring on the clay 
products are done with enamel paint to enhance the effect of the idol. 
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Clay chunks are beaten to convert into powder. 
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Previously soaked clay is mixed with clay powder. Clay is kneaded 


Se > 
into a fine dough. 
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* 
The clay sheet is then cut into half. 
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Clay is pressed well to stick firmly. 


Excess part of the clay is removed using knife. 
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clay idol. 


After few minutes the mold is removed to take ou 
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Idol is removed from the mold and kept aside to dry. White color enamel paint is applied as base color. 
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Cream color is applied to hands, face and legs. 


Yellow color is applied for the acce 


ssories. 
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2. Krishna Idol in Adolescence. 
3. Krishna Idol in Svayam rupa and also different forms of Krishna. 


The size of Krishna Idol varies from 5 inches to 17 inches with cost ranging about 50Rs to 200Rs. More Clay prod- 
ucts are made during the Janamashtami month as there is a huge demand during this season. The products have 


a d inf jctavddel huge varieties of idols of gods and goddesses and deities that are produced throughout the year and especially 
foe a le during festivals. The clay products are used for everyday life and according to the consumers demand. 
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Idols of small Krishna eating butter. Standing and Crawling Krishna's idols. 
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Clay idols of Krishna playing flute. 
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Panorama 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Lija M. G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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